
Greg’s Third Adventure in Time 
Reading Comprehension Questions

Remember to answer with complete sentences!
Chapter 1:
1. How and where did Greg and his father return to 2015 from 1778? 
2. Greg’s father tells him about changes in their home life.  Name three things Greg learns from
his father’s tale.

Chapter 2:
3. Greg’s father Ken tell of his latest mission over dinner.  Where did he go and why? 
4. A protagonist in a book is the main character.  Who is the protagonist in this book? Can you
identify the antagonist? 

Chapter 3: 
5. Why did Greg and his dad visit the basement of St. Louis’s Gateway to the West?
6. What is a World’s Exposition? Why did St. Louis hold one in 1904?

Chapter 4:
7. What late birthday gift did Ken give Greg?
8. Why do you think Greg did not tell his dad about time jumping while he was walking along
the river?

Chapter 5:
9. At Palisades State Park, Greg and his dad found what type of stone?  What did Native
Americans use the stone to make?

Chapter 6:
10. At Fargo’s air museum, Greg discovered he would not time travel while in the World War II
aircraft.  Why not?
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Chapter 7:
11. Write a paragraph summarizing Greg’s new surroundings in North Dakota. You might
include where he lived, why, and who lived with him.

Chapter 8:
12. Why did Rose move around so much?
13. Why was she living with Greg’s family?

Chapter 9:
14. How did Emily prepare for the family’s Christmas adventure?
15. What did Greg discover about privies?

Chapter 10:
16. Tell where and how Rose, Greg, and his family traveled on December 24th?

Chapter 11: 
17.  Why did General Washington attack Trenton on December 25th 1778?

Chapter 12:
18. Who visited their ranch in the Spring of 2016?

Chapter 13:
19. Greg and Rose were helping Nellie do what when they found the trunks in the attic?
20. What did the trunks contain?

Chapter 14:
21. Greg and Rose forgot to do what that lead to the Pirate being able to kidnap them?
22. What did they find at the archaeological site that made them worry about Greg’s mom?
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Chapter 15:
23. Why was Theodore Roosevelt living in North Dakota in the early 1880s?

Chapter 16:
24. Theodore told Greg and Rose the story of his first hunt in the West. For what was he
hunting and why?
25. After Greg and Rose return to 2016, who do they find?
26. Why do you think Greg and Emily didn’t turn the Pirate over to the Sheriff or other law
enforcement?

Chapter 17:
27. What could Greg do that was impossible for most TTI?
28. What did Greg have that might help identify the Pirate?

Chapter 18:
29. If you could visit Theodore Roosevelt at his western ranch, what would you discuss with him?

30. What nickname did Greg keep calling Theodore Roosevelt? 
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Places Greg and Rose Visited
Mark each place on the map with a dot and its name.
Use whatever references you need to �nd each place’s correct
location.

Boonesborough, Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky
St. Louis, Missouri
Omaha, Nebraska
Grand Island, Nebraska
Fort Kearny, Nebraska
Sioux City, Iowa
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Palisades State Park, South Dakota

Fargo, North Dakota
Medora, North Dakota
�eodore Roosevelt Memorial National Park
Fredericksburg, Texas
Denver, Colorado 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Trenton, New Jersey

Name:



The Declaration of Independence
A Primary Source Document

Find a copy of the Declaration of Independence.
Read along as it is read at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETroXvRFoKY
Now enjoy this one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDZp5-w-fZ8 (Only a portion is read)

In July 1892, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine printed stories about the first readings of the
Declaration of Independence in each of the original colonies. A copy is provided of that article. 
Since it was published in 1892, some 116 years after the events it describes, it is not a primary
source document.  Can you figure out where you might find a primary source that tells about
those days in 1776?

This link will show you some primary and secondary sources that have been found by researchers.
http://gurukul.american.edu/heintze/declar.htm

Pick a colony, other than Georgia, and write two paragraphs about the first public reading of the
Declaration of Independence in that colony.  You can use the PDF of the Harper’s New Monthly
Magazine article as a reference. You might use Google to find other sources!

This link will provide you with additional lessons about the Declaration of Independence.
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/lessonplan/lesson4.html

On the following page is a crossword puzzle of vocabulary words used in Ken’s account of the
Savannah reading of the Declaration.



















































Battle of  Trenton 
Lesson Plans

Historians often tell stories about actual events in different ways and include various facts. Here
are three sites that describe the Battle of Trenton. Read each and from each write down at least
two facts that are not in the other two.  Also be able to tell which one best describes the battle
and why it was important.

http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/battles-of-trenton-and-princeton   

http://www.britishbattles.com/battle-trenton.htm

http://www.revolutionary-war.net/battle-of-trenton.html

Next create a time line of the battle. Put as many facts about how the day of battle progressed as
possible.  Your time line might begin with the events of Dec. 24th as General Washington
prepared for the battle. Hint: Your timeline should have days and hours rather than years.

Comprehension Questions:
1. In Greg’s Third Adventure in Time, name three things about the battle that are fictional. In
other words, list three things that Greg and Rose did, that did not occur during the actual battle.

2. What did Greg and Rose find out about the two wounded men?

3. What facts did Ken Harrison tell Greg and Rose about the two famous paintings of
Washington crossing the Delaware? 

Now read the attached essay by Julie Gianakon about Dr. John Riker.  A crossword puzzle of
words from this essay can be found after the essay.

Extras:
1. You might enjoy watching “The 10 Days that Changed the World” at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF-Y7s_YIAU
This video contains words and descriptions from primary sources.

2. More activities and lessons can be found at:
http://mrnussbaum.com/history-2-2/battle_of_trenton/



This essay was written by Julie Gianakon, while she studied at Thomas Jefferson University,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States. Essay found at:
http://hekint.org/index.php/95-moments-in-history/867-dr-riker-s-decision 

On the frigid Christmas night of 1776, Dr. John Riker was alarmed by the baying of dogs
outside his New Jersey home. He went out into the darkness and discovered that the cause of the
commotion was a regiment of armed men. Assuming they belonged to the British army, he
angrily ordered them away. In fact, Dr. Riker had confronted the Virginia infantry under the
command of eighteen-year-old lieutenant James Monroe, who was following General
Washington's orders to cut off communication between Trenton and the surrounding
countryside and to "make prisoners of all going in or coming out of the town." Monroe later
recollected of Riker, "He was very violent and determined in his manner, and very profane and
wanted to know what we were doing there on such a stormy night." Monroe warned the stranger
that he would be arrested if he did not go back inside and keep silent, but Riker soon realized his
mistake and altered his demeanor. Now, he was determined to do all he could to aid their cause.
After bringing the men food, Riker volunteered to join them. Perceiving the importance of their
mission, Riker declared, "I know something is to be done, and I'm going with you. I'm a doctor,
and I may be of help to some poor fellow."1 Fortunately for the young nation, his offer was
accepted. 

The most prominent "poor fellow"
Riker helped in the ensuing Battle
of Trenton was Lieutenant
Monroe himself, the future fifth
president of the United States. A
Hessian musket ball struck
Monroe's shoulder and severed an
artery. Dr. Riker clamped it just in
time to save his life.2 John
Trumbull's painting The Capture
of the Hessians at Trenton
celebrates Washington's
desperately needed victory after his
army had suffered several bitter

months of continuous defeat. Behind the outstretched hand of the conquered Hessian
commander Colonel Johann Rall lies the wounded Monroe, supported by Dr. Riker.3

Had Riker's dogs stayed quiet that December night, there may have been no doctor present to
help Monroe or the others wounded at Trenton. The chance encounter of the spontaneous,
strongly opinionated physician and the paltry American column reflected at once the
disorganization and the passionate ideology of the Revolutionary undertaking. Riker's activities
in support of the American cause did not begin or end there. A member of a prominent family,
Riker was educated at Princeton (at that time, the College of New Jersey). One of his relatives
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later wrote in a family history that "before hostilities began," Riker had "exerted himself to
promote the measures of resistance to British tyranny." After Trenton he remained with
Washington and was commissioned as a surgeon of the 4th Battalion of New Jersey troops in
February of 1777.4 According to Benjamin Franklin Thompson's 1839 History of Long Island,
Riker had enlisted as a surgeon in the American army in 1775, and "proved of the most essential
service, as well for his perfect knowledge of the country, as for his excellent advice on several
important occasions."5 When peace was established in 1783, Riker settled in Long Island, where
he practiced medicine for the remainder of his life. He died in 1794 at the age of 57. In his
History, Thompson eulogized, "Some such men there are . . . who, with only good talents, virtue,
and honor for their portion, are so intimately associated with the times and events in which they
live, as to become an essential and interesting portion of their history. Of this class of men was
Dr. John B. Riker."

These accounts from the post-Revolutionary generation indicate that Riker was as deeply
involved in politics as he was in medicine. He had this in common with more prominent
physicians of the era, such as Dr. Joseph Warren, who died at Bunker Hill after years of serving
on many provincial committees and twice delivering the annual oration commemorating the
Boston Massacre. Dr. Benjamin Rush, a surgeon general in the Continental Army, suggested the
name for Thomas Paine's sensational pamphlet Common Sense and had a critical role in its
publication.6 He was one of five doctors who signed the Declaration of Independence.7

Meanwhile, the traitorous Dr. Benjamin Church served as chief of all American military
hospitals while secretly corresponding with the British General Thomas Gage.8

Though Dr. Riker's specific activities in the political realm are more obscure, his involvement
exemplifies the role of many physicians during the Revolution. Doctors were a significant portion
of the most educated population, and their profession frequently put them into contact with
prominent political leaders as well as the ordinary men and women whose lives were altered by
their decisions. Simultaneous political involvement and medical practice are a rare combination
in our times, but for Dr. Riker and his contemporaries, these were the right prescription for a
new country.

Notes
1. Dwyer, William. The Day is Ours! (New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1998), 255.
2. Fischer, David. Washington's Crossing (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), 247.
3. Fischer, 256.
4. Riker, James. A Brief History of the Riker Family from their First Emigration to this Country in the Year 1638 to the
Present Time (New York: D. Fanshaw, 1851), 16.
5. Thompson, Benjamin. History of Long Island  (New York: E. French, 1839), 427-428.
6. Booth, C. C. "Three Doctors and the American Revolution," The Lancet, 290.7511 (1967): 361-363.
7. Goldstein, Jacob. "Strong Medicine: Doctors who Signed the Declaration of Independence," 
Wall Street Journal, July 3, 2008, accessed November 30, 2013,
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2008/07/03/strong-medicine-doctors-who-signed-the-declaration-of-independence.
8. Lancaster, Bruce. History of the American Revolution (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003), 109, 111.
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C.M. Huddleston’s 
Theodore Roosevelt Bear

The Real Teddy Bear Story 
according to the Theodore Roosevelt Association

Found at: http://www.theodoreroosevelt.org/site/c.elKSIdOWIiJ8H/b.8684621/k.6632/Real_Teddy_Bear_Story.htm

It all started with a hunting trip President Roosevelt took in 1902
in Mississippi at the invitation of Mississippi Governor, Andrew
H. Longino. After three days of hunting, other members of the
party had spotted bears, but not Roosevelt.

Now what? The President's bear hunt would be a failure! The
next day, the hunt guides tracked down an old black bear that the
dogs had trailed quite a distance and attacked. The guides tied the
bear to a willow tree and called for the President. Here was a
bear for him to shoot!

But Roosevelt took one look at the old bear and refused to shoot
it. He felt doing so would be unsportsmanlike. However, since it
was injured and suffering, Roosevelt ordered that the bear be put
down to end its pain. Word of this hit newspapers across the
country, and political cartoonist Clifford Berryman picked up on
the story, drawing a cartoon showing how President Roosevelt
refused to shoot the bear while hunting in Mississippi.

The original cartoon, which ran in the Washington Post on November 16, 1902, shows Roosevelt standing in
front. The guide and bear are in the background, and they’re about the same size. Later, similar cartoons
appeared, but the bear was smaller and shaking with fear. This bear cub then appeared in other cartoons
Clifford Berryman drew throughout Roosevelt’s career. That connected bears with President Roosevelt.

The Teddy Bear tie came when a Brooklyn, NY candy shop owner, Morris Michtom, saw Clifford Berryman’s
original cartoon of Roosevelt and the bear and had an idea. He put in his shop window two stuffed toy bears his
wife had made. Michtom asked permission from President Roosevelt to call these toy bears "Teddy's bears".
The rapid popularity of these bears led Michtom to mass-produce them,
eventually forming the Ideal Novelty and Toy Company.

At about the same time, a Germany company, Steiff, started making
stuffed bears. Margaret Steiff earned her living by sewing, first by making
stuffed elephants, then other animals. In 1903, an American saw a stuffed
bear she had made and ordered many of them. These bears, which also
came to be called Teddy Bears, made the international connection.

More than a century later, teddy bears have never lost popularity, and all
can be traced to that one hunting trip in Mississippi.
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